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President of the Organising Committee  
of the 2014 World Rowing Coastal Championships 
in Thessaloniki 
 
Mr. Yiannis Boutaris 
Mayor of Thessaloniki 
 
 
 

Dear friends in Rowing, 
 
Ιt is with great pleasure that we host in Thessaloniki the 2014 World Rowing 

Coastal Championships, a major sporting event organized by the Hellenic Rowing 
Federation and the Municipality of Thessaloniki.  For Thessaloniki, sports are both 
a tradition and a perspective.  2014, the year during which Thessaloniki holds the 
title of the European Youth Capital, is the year that the city highlights its 
capabilities, its prospects and all its creative powers. 
 
Youth and sport: the organization of the World Coastal Rowing Championships in 
the heart of the city combines and highlights this very face of Thessaloniki, the 
face of a city that brings dynamic and youthful voices into the spotlight, promotes 
the sporting spirit and showcases modern Thessaloniki, a creative city that moves 
forward.  Coastal rowing, which was included in the official categories of the World 
Rowing Federation during the last decade, has undergone rapid growth and has 
evolved in a very popular sport, both attractive and exciting for spectators.  “I am 
convinced that this event held in Thessaloniki will pave the way for other cities of 
Greece, and will make the sport more widely known”. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

                

 
 

Vice President of the Organising Committee  
of the 2014 World Rowing Coastal Championships      
in Thessaloniki 
 
Mr. Giannis Karras     
President of the Hellenic Rowing Federation      
 
 
 
Dear Athletes, distinguished guests and friends of rowing, 
 
It is great honour for us all to welcome you in the 2014 World Rowing Coastal 
Championships in the beautiful and historic city of Thessaloniki of Macedonia 
region. 
 
After the successful Athens Olympic Games in 2004 and the 2008 European 
Championships in Schinias-Attica, the Greek Rowing federation along with the City 
of Thessaloniki will once again have the opportunity to organize a memorable 
Championship for all the participants and rowing funs of Coastal Rowing and not 
only.  
 
Besides the sport competition for which we are putting our best efforts to give you 
all what you exactly need and expect, it is for sure that you have high interest in 
exploring this great and full of life city in all aspects and get the best of the 
memories back home with you once the Championships are over. 
 
You just have to come and compete on a fair-play and enjoy what is warmly 
offered. We only want to do our best for an unforgettable racing and staying in 
Greece for all of you !! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

                

 
ORGANISING COMMITTEE 

Members 

- BOUTARIS  Yiannis - City Mayor, President 
- KARRAS Ioannis - HRF President, Vice President 

- PENGAS Spiros - City Council Member, Tourism &     
   International Relations/  President & CEO of Thessaloniki    
   Metropolitan Development Agency S.A. 
-  MITROUSIS Athanasios - HRF Materials & FISA Equipment &  
   Technology Commission member  
- ZERVAS Konstantinos – City’s Deputy Mayor  
- KAZANTZOPOULOS Georgios - FISA Environmental Working Group 
 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 
- PENGAS Spiros - City Council Member, Tourism &     
   International Relations/  President & CEO of Thessaloniki    
   Metropolitan Development Agency S.A. 
- KAMPALAMPIDIS Dimitris - City Technical Services Director 
- DOLMAS Vassilis - Vice President of Thessaloniki Metropolitan Development   
   Agency S.A. 
- KARRAS Ioannis - HRF President 
- MITROUSIS Athanasios - HRF Materials & FISA Equipment &   
   Technology Commission member 
- TRIKA Evangelia - HRF Administration manager 
 
 

O.C. Contacts   &   
 

 Coordinator-Administration manager, Lia Trika, liatrika@kopilasia.gr   

Tel. +30 210 4118011, Fax.  +30 210 4118088, Mob. +306977455919  

 Technical Mgr & Race Director, Thanassis Mitrousis, Mitrousis1@yahoo.gr 

Mob. +306944251244 

 

> Accommodation  - Boat Rental   liatrika@kopilasia.gr  
> VISA – Registration    dhatzich@kopilasia.gr  
> Transport      panargy@wrcc2014.com  
> Media      ngomolis@gmail.com  
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THESSALONIKI 

 
With a population of nearly 800.000 making it the fifth largest and most populated city in 
the Balkans and the second most populated city that is not a capital, after Istanbul, 
Thessaloniki is Greece's second major economic, industrial, commercial and political 
centre, and a major transportation hub for the rest of southeastern Europe. 
 

Thessaloniki itself never doubted its own Cultural identity and its millennia of existence, it 
stands there since 315BC founded by Cassander, who named it after his wife and 
Alexander’s the Great sister. 
Ιt was chosen as the co-reigning city of the Byzantine Empire alongside Constantinople. Τo 
prove just that there are several Earlychristian monuments, constituting a Unesco World 
Heritage Site. 
Historically one of Europe’s oldest and most multiethnic cities, widely considered as the 
cultural capital of Greece, is truly unique in the sense that it intricately marries its 
thousands-year-old multicultural heritage and the architectural marvels with the Roman, 
Byzantine, Ottoman and Sephardic Jew history. Festivals abound, most notably the 
“Dimitria Festival” coming from the ”Golden Age” of the Byzantine period of the city and 
the “International Film Festival”, which draws hoards of buffs to the city each year. It has 
also produced many of the country’s most acclaimed bands, visual artists and designers 
as well as new waves of culture makers. 
 
With a student-strong population of 150,000, Thessaloniki boasts an under-30s do-it-
yourself youth culture-creative movement saw nowhere else in the Southern part of 
Europe.  
The cutting-edge art performances and cinematic avant-garde, recently launched cultural 
sites and creative projects, Arts and Entertainment hubs all-in-one, numerous monuments, 
fifteen listed at the UNESCO World Heritage Sites, the unique gastronomy giving her the 
name  “Gastronomic Capital of Greece” and the 5km meandering waterfront, make 
Thessaloniki a “must-see destination”. 
 

In 2010, Lonely Planet ranked the city as the world's fifth-best party city worldwide, 
comparable to other cities such as Dubai and Montreal. For 2013 National Geographic 
Magazine included Thessaloniki in its top tourist destinations worldwide, while in 2014 
Financial Times’ FDI magazine (Foreign Direct Investments) declared Thessaloniki as the 
best mid-sized European city of the future for human capital and lifestyle.  
 
Thessaloniki is surrounded, in less than 2 hours car ride by extraordinary landscapes and 
locations. The coral beaches of  Halkidiki or the quaint islands of the North Aegean. Mt. 
Olympus in its divine grandeur, Pella, the ancient capital of the Macedonian Kingdom, 
where Alexander the Great was 
born and reigned.  Vergina with the Royal Macedonian tombs,  the Monastic State of “Mt. 
Athos and Aristotle’s birth place,  Stagira, are some of the nearby travel choices. 
 

Geographically, due to its privileged location of land-proximity to both Europe and the 
East, travelling to Thessaloniki has always been a no-brainer. 

 

 



  

                

2014 World Rowing Coastal Championships 

Thessaloniki, GRE, 17-19 October 2014 

PROVISIONAL REGATTA SCHEDULE 

 

Thursday October 16 

09:00 Venue opens 

09:00 - 18:00 Training time & boat hire pick up 

10:00 - 14:00 Crew Registration (Note REGISTRATION WILL CLOSE 14:00) 

10:00 – 19:00 Accreditation 

13:00 Race rehearsal  

16:00 Captains Meeting  (Note CREW CAPTAINS ONLY) 

17:00 Jury Meeting 

19:00 Opening Ceremony  

Friday October 17 

07:00 - 09:00 Accreditation for crews 

07:30 - 19:00 Competitors facilities open 

09:00 – 16:10 Heats [Group 1: CM4x+/CW2x/CM1x & Group 2: CW4x+/CM2x/CW1x] 

17:00 – 18:00 Finals C (if required) 

Saturday October 18 

07:00 - 18:00 Competitors facilities open 

09:00 - 11:10 Finals B 

12:30 – 14:00 Finals A Group 1 & Victory Ceremony 

14:30 - 15:40 Finals A Group 2 & Victory Ceremony 

18:30 – 19:00 Medallist Reception 

19:00 - 23:00 Closing Ceremony, Medal Presentation and  Athlete Party  

Sunday October 19 – Reserve day 

 
Finals will be run on Sunday if adverse weather delays racing 

Important note:  

- The order of races has changed to support doubling up; it remains the 
crews’ own risk if races are rescheduled. 

- Start lists will be posted on official website and notice boards after 
registration. 

- All competitors are required to have their passports/ID at registration and 
for control commission.  

- All competitors are to carry their accreditation cards with them during the 
event. 

- Launching time for boats will be 30 minutes before race start time. 
- Official coxes weighing will take place 2 hours before race start times. 
- A captains meeting may be called if weather conditions cause racing to be 

affected.  

- There are no beach sprints on Sunday – but they will be back in Lima, Peru in 
2015. 



  

                

 

ΤΗΕ VENUE 

 

 

TRAVEL  

The city of THESSALONIKI is easily accessible by air, sea and road. 
 
By Sea and Road  

 
For those travelling from Italy, several ferry companies are offering regular daily 
schedules from different Italian ports to Igoumenitsa and Patras of Greece.  In this 
case you need to disembark at Igoumenitsa and travel through EGNATIA Odos-
E90- to Thessaloniki covering a distance of 323kms in approximately three hours. 
This may be good option for team towing their own boats. 

 
By Car 
There are many options to arrive over land. The map below shows the Greek 
border access for car traveling to Thessaloniki. 

 
By Train 
Thessaloniki has the biggest and busiest train terminal in Greece. Numerous 
domestic and international daily departures and arrivals,  connecting Thessaloniki 
with other Greek and European cities.   
 
For IC Trains to/from Thessaloniki and other major Greek cities check here 
https://tickets.trainose.gr/dromologia/ 
 
IC Trains to/from Beograd and Sofia runs daily. Tickets can be purchased from any 
European Rail Travel Centre or Licensed travel agencies 
 
For the Greek Rail Travel Centres check here 
http://www.trainose.gr/en/page/european-railways 
 

https://tickets.trainose.gr/dromologia/
http://www.trainose.gr/en/page/european-railways


  

                

 
 
MACEDONIA AIRPORT  
The Airport 
Thessaloniki Airport is the second biggest airport in Greece, located 14 km 
of the city center and serves 3.5 million passengers per year.  

Air carriers of scheduled flights 
 
Aegean Airlines Aeroflot 
Aerosvit Air Berlin 
Astra Austrian Airlines 
Alitalia British Airways 
Brussels airlines CSA 
Cyprus Airlines Easyjet 
Ellinair German Wings 
Hapaglloyd JAT 
KMV LTU 
Malev Olympic Airlines 
Ryanair SAS 
Sky express Swissair 
Tarom Thomas Cook 
Transavia Turkish Airlines 
UTair Vim Airlines 

 

 

 

 

 

Greek borders for car access from most European countries to Thessaloniki – GREECE 
1. Through EVZONOI (Greek borders with FYROM) 

2. Through PROMAHONAS (Greek borders with BULGARIA) 



  

                

 

The best way to get from the Airport to Thessaloniki is either by bus or taxi. 
Frequent bus shuttle (Nr 78). Please see here 
http://oasth.gr/#en/masterinfo/list/12/69/   for all current available info.  

 

By taxi the cost is approximately up to 25€ and takes 30 minutes. 

Modest prices can be secured by pre-booking taxis upon request (please 
send your request to liatrika@kopilasia.gr or directly book a taxi from the 

biggest Taxi Services company in Greece –Taxiplon (find it here  ) 
 
Local transport 

Several bus lines are serving each part of the city and the proposed hotels. 
To find out about local bus services please ask your hotel when booking. 
The rowing course is very close to the Town Hall and the White Tower. 

Other options are local taxis or walking if you hotel is nearby. 
Public buses routes and fares categories can be found at 
http://oasth.gr/#en/fares/      
 
Cycle Hire  
Cycle Hire is possible. Those interested are asked to contact the OC 
(dhatzich@kopilasia.gr )  
 
 

 

 

MAKEDONIA 

AIRPORT 

CITY 

CENTER 

http://oasth.gr/#en/masterinfo/list/12/69/
mailto:liatrika@kopilasia.gr
http://www.taxiplon.com/gr/en/
http://oasth.gr/#en/fares/   
mailto:dhatzich@kopilasia.gr


  

                

 

ACCOMMODATION 

All proposed accommodations are carefully selected by the O.C. according 

to their quality standards and close proximity to the regatta venue. 

Prices are given per room and on BB basis. 
Bookings should be made directly by you. When you are contacting the hotel 
of your choice please make sure you are mentioning that you are a 
participant of the 2014 World Rowing Coastal Championships. 
Please visit the links below and check the hotel most suitable for your 
accommodation. 
 
CLASS I – 5 & 4 star hotels 
http://www.wrcc2014.com/index.php/accommodation/class-i-delux-5-a-4-hotels  
CLASS II – 3 star hotels 
http://www.wrcc2014.com/index.php/accommodation/class-ii-3-hotels  
CLASS III - 2 star or equivalent 
http://www.wrcc2014.com/index.php/accommodation/class-iii-2-hotels  

 Please make sure you mention the "WRCC 2014" to benefit from the special rates 
negotiated by the Organising Committee for the Championships' participants. 

 The accommodation prices are valid until 18 AUGUST 2014. 
 After this date, the rooms will be released and availability cannot be guaranteed 

any more. 
 Therefore, your early booking is recommended as several other events will take 

place in the city which has also been nominated as the European Youth Capital City 
2014.  

    

http://www.wrcc2014.com/index.php/accommodation/class-i-delux-5-a-4-hotels
http://www.wrcc2014.com/index.php/accommodation/class-ii-3-hotels
http://www.wrcc2014.com/index.php/accommodation/class-iii-2-hotels


  

                

 

 
 
RENT A BOAT 
 
During the 2014 World Rowing Coastal Championships, boats are available to 
rent for participants/crews, upon request only. 
 
For any further information regarding conditions and further information, 
please contact Lia Trika from the the 2014 World Rowing Coastal 
Championships Organising Committee, liatrika@kopilasia.gr  
 
Price : €80 per seat for the whole racing period – THU 17 to SAT 19 OCT 
 
Please make your request in time and in any case not later than 25 September. 
 
For your bookings please use the form provided in our website 
http://www.wrcc2014.com/index.php/component/forme/?fid=1  
 
Once you place your request we will issue an invoice with  all bank details for 
remittance of the amount due, upon receipt of which your booking is 
considered final and will be reconfirmed by the Organising Committee. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

mailto:liatrika@kopilasia.gr
http://www.wrcc2014.com/index.php/component/forme/?fid=1
http://www.google.gr/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=YGzvTlIpK2n3YM&tbnid=Noiw-whXVb7amM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.eirinika.gr/gr/blog/itsnews1/ellada/photo-thessaloniki.asp&ei=TOO8U5SwKfHe7Ab_tID4CQ&bvm=bv.70138588,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNGfUEJB3v5nGmnE_kQMl-v_yMCk6g&ust=1404974233750378


  

                

 

 
 

VISA  
 
Regulations -To obtain a visa, applicants crews have to ask to their National 

Federations to write a request to the Organising Committee and send it to 
dhatzich@kopilasia.gr  

The request must contain: the name of the athletes, coaches, managers and 
any persons for which a visa is required, their qualification, the date of birth, 
the passport number, the date of expiry of passport, the indication of the 
period of stay and accommodation. 

Once the Organising Committee will receive the request from your National 
Federation they will provide you and the respective Embassy, an invitation 
letter for 2014 World Rowing Coastal Championships. Please provide your 
requests in time. 

For more detailed information on visa issues and requirements please visit 
http://www.mfa.gr/en/visas/visas-for-foreigners-traveling-to-greece/  

 

mailto:dhatzich@kopilasia.gr
http://www.mfa.gr/en/visas/visas-for-foreigners-traveling-to-greece/


  

                

 

Average Weather measurements for October 
 

October 

Av Temp. οC Hum. Rainf. Winds Rain 

Mnth. Max. Min. % mm 
Speed 

kt 
Dir. Days 

Thessaloniki  16.2 21.2 10.8 70.2 40.8 4.9 NW 8.7 

 

 SUNRISE SUNSET 

15 Oct 2014 7:33  18:48  

16 Oct 2014 7:34  18:46  

17 Oct 2014 7:35  18:45  

18 Oct 2014 7:36  18:44  

19 Oct 2014 7:37  18:42  

20 Oct 2014 7:38  18:41  

 
Oceanographic data for the bay of Thessaloniki 
Average rates for October 

1. Surface temperature > 20,6  

2. Wind speed, W=5 m/s, Direction SE 

3. Surface waving 

Significant wave height, Hs=0,15m 

Direction 160˚ (to NW) 

Period, T=2.27 sec     
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”we are looking forward to welcome you in Thessaloniki soon…..”  

 
 

 


